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Program Philosophy

The Bernards Township Social Studies program is 
committed to guiding students in the acquisition of 
knowledge, skills and habits of mind that will 
enable the students to interpret and analyze the 
society in which they live and will inspire in 
students a desire to become thoughtful, reasoned 
and active participants in their communities.

– Integrate social studies skill development with 
emphasis on critical thinking, research, and 
geography skills.

– Examine value conflicts throughout social studies 
program.



Ridge High School

Social Studies Course Sequence School Year 18-19
Required Program

*See Program of Studies for course  prerequisite information 



Ridge High School
School Year 18-19

Elective Program

*See Program of Studies for course 
pre-requisite information 

*See Program of Studies for course 
pre-requisite information 

Full-Year Electives

AP Economics/Personal Finance (11, 12)
AP European History (10-12)

AP Human Geography (10-12)
AP Psychology (11, 12)

AP United States History (11, 12)
Current Issues in Contemporary America* 

(12)

Semester Electives

(Some offered only every other year; see chart
on next slide)

Ethics: What’s the Right Thing to Do? (10-12)
Genocide and Human Behavior (11, 12)

History of the Middle East (11, 12)
Human Geography (10-12)

Human Rights (10-12)
Psychology (11, 12)

U.S. History through Film (11, 12)

*CP Current Issues and Honors Current Issues are offered concurrently. See course description for more information.



**The semester electives in social studies are undergoing a multi-year revision.  Select 

courses will run every other year, alternating to provide students greater choices over 

the course of their high school career, while some courses will also be phased out. You 

can find descriptions of the new courses in the Program of Studies to allow students to 

preview and allow them to plan ahead.   The courses will alternate as follows:

SY 2018-19 SY 2019-20 SY 2020-21 SY 2021-22

CP Psychology CP Psychology CP Psychology CP Psychology

Human Geography Human Geography Human Geography Human Geography

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Ethics: What’s the 
Right Thing To do?

Genocide and 
Human Behavior

Human Rights
Genocide and 
Human Behavior

Human Rights

U.S. History 
Through Film

History of the 
Middle East

U.S. History 
Through Film

History of the 
Middle East



Tenth Grade Options:  CP, 
Honors or AP US History

 Chronologically-thematic approach

 Students will develop their ability to analyze the events of American 
history as they engage in reading, writing, discussion, debate, and 
research about the topics and themes identified.

 Examines recurrent themes  throughout important eras in American 
history, i.e., political transformation, the impact of science and 
technology, economic trends and transitions, diplomacy and diversity:

 First semester focuses on major pre-twentieth century events and 
themes: revolution, nationalism, slavery, westward migration, 
sectionalism, and industrialization. 

 Second semester features events and themes central to the twentieth 
century: immigration, urbanization, political and social reform, 
economic depression, and the emergence of the United States as a 
world power. 



Eleventh Grade Options: CP, Honors or AP 
History of Government/Economics

CP History of Government and Economics

History of U.S. Government and Economics CP examines the origins and development of the 
principles and practices of the political and economic systems in the United States. The goal of 
the course is to allow students to become and active and informed citizens by engaging in critical 
thinking and problem solving activities. Topics examined include the origins, structure and 
function national, state, and local government in the U.S., comparative government and 
economic systems, external government influences, supply and demand, economic indicators, 
monetary and fiscal policy and the relationship between politics and the economy.

Honors History of Government and Economics

The course is designed to challenge the student who can function independently at the honors 
level. Students in this course will participate in Project Citizen, a program that promotes 
competent and responsible participation in local and state government. The program helps 
participants learn how to monitor and influence public policy. In the process, they develop 
support for democratic values and principles, tolerance, and feelings of political efficacy.

AP US Government & Politics/Economics

AP United States Government and Politics is a college-level introduction to key political concepts, 
ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the constitutional 
system and political culture of the United States. Economics concepts are embedded into the AP 
course content. The course prepares students to take the Advanced Placement examinations in 
U.S. Government and Politics in May. This course has summer work requirements.



What’s the difference between 
Honors and College Preparatory?

• Honors is more rigorous than College Preparatory

• More rigorous HW assignments 

• Projects done at home as homework, too

• Requires more independence and time management 
skills

• Greater emphasis on critical thinking in Honors 

• CP Assessment:  Identify 1 similarity and 2 differences 
between Honors and College Prep World History

• Honors Assessment:  Are Honors and College Prep Global 
History fundamentally more similar or different?



Honors/AP Requirements

• Prerequisites for Honors and AP courses varies, See 
Program of Studies for Pre-requisites in specific 
courses

• Students will not automatically be moved into 
Honors  or AP, must be requested

• If a student misses the eligibility grade requirements 
due to extenuating circumstances, that student can 
file an Honors appeal

• AP students are prepared to take the AP exam



What’s Right For Me?

• Do you enjoy reading and writing?
• Are you an independent thinker?
• Are you curious about history and its impact on society?
• Are you self-motivated and able to work independently?
• Am I interested in taking an AP course in 10th grade?
• Other considerations:

– Age and maturity
– Level at which other classes are taken and other time 

commitments (sports, clubs)
– How much time do you want to spend learning and thinking 

about history?
– How burdensome is the work?



If you have questions, contact:

• Your Current Social Studies teacher

• Your Guidance Counselor

• Social Studies Supervisor, Kristin Fox

kfox@bernardsboe.com

908-204-2585 ext 161

Social Studies Oncourse page 
➢www.bernardsboe.com

➢Administration-Departments

mailto:kfox@bernardsboe.com
http://www.bernardsboe.com/

